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even her Long Walls were razed.  Her chance of uniting all
Greece under her leadership was gone for ever.
Throughout the first half of the following^century the history
of the country was nothing better than an interminable dog-fight
between state and state. At first Sparta was 'top dog'; then
Thebes. At one time even Athens resumed some pretensions to
a maritime supremacy. But a more powerful than any of these
was presently to emerge. Far away on the northern frontier of
the Greek peninsula lay the half-civilized people of Macedon.
Their king, Philip, was a man of vast ambition and iron character.
Out of his wild fellow tribesmen he created a first-rate army.
By tireless pertinacity he strove to ingratiate himself with the
Greeks, who at first despised him as an outsider. At last he
found the opportunity to intervene in their midst, being sum-
moned by one party to decide a religious quarrel. Athens and
Thebes, realizing the peril, determined to oppose him; but at
< Chaeronea in 338 B.C. their armies suffered overwhelming defeat.
This was the end of Greek freedom. The country lay under the
heel of Macedon.
It can scarcely be denied that the Greeks had deserved their
fate. The interminable feuds between state and state had utterly
exhausted their strength. Within the states themselves, tin
sense of patriotism and unity had been sapped by tendencies o*
which we spoke above. This quick-witted folk had developec
their intelligence at the expense of their character. They hac
disputed, intrigued, and overreached one another till the life o
the city-state had been poisoned at the root. One is tempted t
say that their vaunted intellectualism had proved a miserabl
fiasco; and so in a sense it might have been if this had been th
end. But it was not the end. On the death of Philip, his sq
Alexander, having succeeded to the throne, set out to conqu^
the East. He swiftly overran the Persian Empire, and round th
coasts of the Levant he established new centres of Gree
civilization. In these centres, and especially at Alexandria in